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~ LANSING Education
JOHN ENGLER September 6 2002 THOMAS D. WATKINS, JR.

GOVERNOR ' SUPERINTENDENT OF

PUBLIC INSTRUCTION

TO: . State Board of Education

FROM: Thomas D. Watkins, Jr., Chairman

SUBJECT: Update on the No Child Left Behind Act Including Information on State Board
of Education's Responsibilities and Time Line

A brief overview of the No Child Left Behind Act of2001 (NCLB) was provided to the State
Board of Education at the May and August 2002 meetings. This reauthorization of the ~~i,~; :.
Elementary and Secondary Act provides to Michigan over $600 million for the 2002-2003 ',..7ic:t:~,",..,'..,
school year. The law embodies four key principles: (1) accountability; (2) flexibility; i~t~~;~?
(3) choice; and (4) scientifically proven methods. Michigan's NCLB performance goals are: ~~j~q

1. By 2013-2014, all students will reach high standards in reading/language arts and
math.

2. All limited English proficient students will become proficient in English and reach
high academic standards.

3. By 2005-2006, all students will be taught by highly qualified teachers.
4. All students will be educated in learning environments that are safe, drug free, and

conducive to learning.
5. All students will graduate from high school.

It should be noted that while ESEA provides additional needed funds to the field, the general
fund budget reduction of over 33%, the early retirement loss of 66 employees and the
Governor only allowing the Department to fill 26 positions, coupled with the early reductions
this Department has taken, severely cripples our ability to fulfill the spirit intent of the law.
Staff is to be commended for the efforts they have made to date. Secretary of Education, Rod
Paige has implored the Governor to provide adequate resources to the Department of
Education to fulfill this mandate.

A preliminary list of activities that must be accomplished related to No Child Left Behind is
attached. The chart indicates required administrative and/or Board actions and anticipated
collaborations with other state agencies and other key stakeholders. This list was excerpted
from the Consolidated Application and is listed in chronological order. It does not represent a
complete list of activities currently in process or what must be done in the future. It is a
listing of the tasks delineated in the initial Application as requested by the U. S. Department
of Education (USED). Department staff is currently working to develop a more complete
management structure to include a detailed listing of tasks, persons responsible, and projected
timelines. Again, given the 1, 200 page NCLB law and the incomplete regulations and
guidelines we are attempting to land a plane as we are building the airport.

KATHLEEN N. STRAUS - PRESIDENT. SHARON L GIRE - VICE PRESIDENT
MICHAEL DAVID WARREN, JR. - SECRETARY. EILEEN LAPPIN WEISER - TREASURER

MARIANNE YARED MCGUIRE - NASBE DELEGATE. JOHN C. AUSTIN. HERBERT S. MOYER. SHARON A. WISE

608 WEST ALLEGAN STREET. P.O. BOX 30008 . LANSING, MICHIGAN 48909
www.michigan.goY. (517) 373-3324



Other activities or issues:
. Continued development of the NCLB Power Point presentation with Ingham,

Oakland, and MAISA support. Projected date of completion: September 16,2002.
This will be posted to the MDE website when complete. Check the homepage
www.michie:an.e:ov/mde and click on No Child Left Behind on the right hand
column. All new information posted on the web related to NCLB will be listed under
What's New.

. Under this new legislation, the MDE is no longer an Ed Flex state. NCLB provides a
great deal of flexibility for the state and districts. If a waiver is needed, the
Department will submit a written request to USED.
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